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SLOL^O 
SPEECH NOTES FOR THE PREMIER. OPENING "TODAY AT ONE". A.B.C. / 
25.2.74 
It's a real pleasure and honour to have been asked to launch 
"Today at One". 
People often say that daytime T.V. is a wasteland - that the 
programs are dreary, ancient, rep.ctitious, or at the very least 
unstimulating. 
It may not be entirely true - but the critics certainly have a 
point. 
"Today at One" promises to be an oasis in the desert, lively, 
topical and, I hope, at times provocative. 
Certainly it has a large potential audience. Housewives, retired 
people, shift workers, those on holiday, or sick at home and in 
hospital lacking for viewing that excites, arouses curiosity, 
provokes interest. And by no means all of them are women. I'm 
told that a third of the likely audience for "Today at One" are men. 
That may be a somewhat surprising percentage. 
What isn't surprising is that a program of this type should be 
started by the A.B.C. The Commission is sometimes accused of 
being stodgy and unwilling to innovate. 
I think that's unfair. "Aunty A.B.C." may be a tag that's bandied 
about from time to time but the A.B.C. is a very successful 
innovator - programs like "Seven Little Australians", "T.D.T." 
and the "Aunty Jack Show" have in their various ways made an 
enormous contribution to stimulating and developing Australian 
talent and helping to rid us of our "cultural cringe". 
The other thing that doesn't surprise me is that it's being 
started in South Australia - a State where people admire something 
that's new and imaginative and respect those who want to have a go. 
So I wish the team of "Today at One" every success with this new 
venture and hope it's not long before it establishes itself on a 
national basis. 
Thank you. 
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